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Reference and Transcendence: Reflections on the Comparative Study of
Higher Education Between China and the U.S.

WEN Wen
(Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: The study clarifies the main misunderstandings of American higher education studies in China, and

integrates diachronic and synchronic approaches to compare the two higher education systems in the structure, the

training of scientific and technological talents, the student funding system, and the undergraduate curriculum. The

study aims to grasp the status quo and future trends of the two higher education systems from the macro, meso, and

micro perspectives, and evaluate the complexity of the status quo of China’s higher education, in order to provide

insights into the future development of China’s higher education in the new era.
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